United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/692,398 



26161 



10/23/2003 



7590 



02/07/2006 



FISH & RICHARDSON PC 
P.O. BOX 1022 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55440-1022 



Craig A Schmitt 



00635-216001 



8470 



EXAMINER 



MENON, KRISHNAN S 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1723 

DATE MAILED: 02/07/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/692,398 


Applicant(s) 

SCHMITT, CRAIG A 


Examiner 

Krishnan S. Menon 


Art Unit 

1723 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-7 are pending as originally filed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Monroe 
et al (US 5.879.558. 

Monroe teaches a method of assembling a reverse osmosis system to have the 
concentrate water routed to another water source such as hot water (figures, abstract), 
and restricting the concentrate water flow with a restrictor (a check valve: see column 3 
lines 34-65. 

Re the flow restrictor, Monroe teaches that the original design flow restrictor is no 
longer necessary in column 3 lines 18-33, it is replaced with the check valve, which 
inherently has a higher flow rate in that it flows almost full flow in the forward direction, 
yet prevents (restricts) the backward flow. 

Monroe teaches a pump and the pressure sensing switch as claimed - column 3 
lines 47-65. A pressure sensing switch - automatic shut-off - turns of the water when 
the RO water tank is full - see column 4 lines 1-10. 
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With respect to the limitation "retrofitting", the retrofitting is anticipated in the 
Monroe teaching, which is a modification of the well known reverse osmosis system 
wherein the concentrate water is routed to the drain - see abstract. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krishnan S. Menon whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1 143. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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